PREFACE.                                     XIX

almost everything becomes possible in the history
of language.

False Analogy.

Among the causes producing change in language,
whether we call that change growth or decay, I had
to point out one more, which I called False Analogy.
In this case the facts themselves to which I appealed
have never been contested, but the name itself has
been strongly condemned. I am not one of those
who consider that a name is of little consequence,
and I quite see that False Analogy is an expression
that may produce a wrong impression. When I
appealed l to such forms as Ital. essendo from essere,
like credendo from credere, Span, sonws, sois, son, as
if we had in, Latin surrni^ sutis^ suunt^ as the result
of false analogy, I did not thereby wish to dispute
the right of language to give birth to such gram-
matical monsters. We must admit that, in language,
whatever is is right, and that without the far-reach-
ing influence of analogy, language would never have
become what it is. I laid myself particular stress
on the levelling influence exercised by children on
the spoken, and afterwards on the written language.
But though bad, badder, and baddest, I goed, I coomed^
I catcked., may in time become classical, I thought
that for the present they might be put down as
the result of a mistaken analogy on the part of
our juvenile offenders. So far back as 1856 I had

1 Last ed, i. p. 74 ; new ed. vol. i3, pp. 220, 221.